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any particular name in the country. It marks, however,
the boundary line between the Horba states and the little
principality of Kata.
Here again we had one of those sudden changes from
luxuriant vegetation to barren waste, from agricultural to
pastoral life. The upper part of the valley of the Eo ch'u1
was over a mile broad, its general direction southeast, and
numerous families of Drupa with small herds of yak and
sheep were scattered over its face. Ten miles down the
valley we came to the little village of Tsonya, half-way up
the side of the hills bordering the left bank of the river.
"We might have reached Kata the same day, as it was
only twelve miles off, but I was suffering from a violent
attack of quinsy which prevented me taking any food.
It had so reduced my strength in the last few days, that
I was nearly worn out, and it was exhausting work to con-
tinue my survey. The diet of tea and tsamba, to which I
had been condemned for the previous four months, just
kept enough strength in me, if I did not miss a meal, to
enable me to accomplish my work, but one could not store
up any on such innutritions food. I dreaded being laid
up 011 the road, for I felt my strength rapidly leaving me;
as it was, I could not get on my horse without the assis-
tance of both of my men.
The next day, passing over the hills beyond Tsonya, we
entered the basin of the Kata ch'u, and after a couple of
miles7 ride came to a little plain some three.miles in diam-
eter, into which opened a number of valleys, near the
mouth of each of which was a little village. In the center
of the plain the golden spires of a lamasery shone through
a grove of trees; and near by, within the earthen walls
i This little stream receives the    empties, I think/ into the Nya ch'u,
Kata   eh'u,  when   south of Kata;    near Nya eh'u-k'a, probably,
and then, taking a southerly course,